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folded edge to measure the other side. Lay the yardstick on
one side from the neck mark angle down to the top mark at
the shouldér side marks. This measurement is the other
shoulder. This will give you the shoulder seam. Take a pair
of scissors and cut out the trapezoid at the shoulders to
actually form your shoulder. Slip cut along the folded edge
on each side to the second mark. This will form your arm
hole. Cut a piece %'x12” of bright wool (I prefer red for
most colors. Blue or green or black to go with a red
blanket). Take one piece and fold it lengthwise and insert it
in a shoulder seam with raw edges up. This forms a welt
and will strengthen your shoulder seam. Sew this shoulder
seam using a heavy, non-stretching waxed thread (not a
heavy cord). If you use waxed linen or artificial sinew, be
sure to strip it down to one strand only. Wax your thread
heavily. Double it through the needle and knot it. Sew the
shoulder seam using stitches approximately 3/16” deep
and 6 to 9 stitches per inch. Be sure your thread is pulled
tight so your seam doesn’t open up. Check your work. The
welt should just barely show in the seam. If all is well, do
the same for the other shoulder. Take your scissors and
fringe 1%’ of flat material running across the neck open-
ing. Make your fringe approximately 17’ wide with 1%”
deep cuts. The body of the coat is finished.

Set the body of your coat aside. Take up the other end
of the blanket. Fold this piece with the stripe on top lying
parallel and perfectly square with the bottom part of the
stripe. Make sure the entire piece of the blanket is square
and smooth and flat. We are now ready to cut out the
sleeve. The sleeve should be your sleeve length as taken
previously less % of the back measurement of the coat plus
77 (6 to 8”) for fringe plus 37 for turn-back cuff. The width
of the sleeve as cut (when laid out flat as you are doing
now) should equai the arm opening in the body of the coat.
This will be 18 to 20”. The average sleeve length as des-
cribed, should be approximately 327", This, of course, will
vary. Mark these dimensions on a laid out blanket with
chalk or pencil going from the selvedge edge up towards the
torn edge as shown in the drawings. If your blanket is per-
fectly square, you may wish to cut the sleeve out by making
a cut with scissors and then ripping along the line or you
may prefer to cut the entire sleeve out. The sleeve should
be oriented so that the stripe will run around the lower
forearm. Measure across the fringe end of the sleeve. Make
cuts approximately 17 deep evenly spaced (approximately
1% apart). This will allow you to tear your shoulder fringe
when the time comes. If you wish the cuffend of the sleeve
to be decorated, cut fringe approximately % wide by %
long all around the cuff. Fold both sleeve pieces and care-
fully sew from the cuff fringe to the point designated as the
beginning of the shoulder fringe. Repeat for the second
sleeve.
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Turn the sleeve right side out. Fold the fringe down.
Set the sleeve into the body of the coat so that the bottom
sleeve seam is at the bottom of the arm hole. The sleeve, of
course, is inside the body of the coat. The body of the coat
is still wrong side out. The sleeve is right side out. (You
have right sides together.) Tack the sleeve in place. Whip
stitch the sleeve to the arm hole. Repeat for the second
sleeve. Turn the coat right side out. Rip all of the shoulder
fringe up to the arm hole.

We are now ready to cut out the hood. Mark the hood
on the remaining piece of material. Follow the diagram.
The hood should be 11 from the fold down the face. Then
cut squarely in 1%2”. Angle down as shown in the diagram
10” for the neck opening on the hood. Then cut up at an
angle to form the back. Whip stitch along this back edge.
Turn the hood right side out. If you wish to have fringe on
the hood, you may cut 1% fringe along the front edge of
the hood. Fold it back to the outside. Tack it by using a run-
ning stitch or sewing it down with white pony beads or
some other color beads. It will give it a finished look
and be decorative.

Lay the body of the coat out with the front up. Fold the
front back so that the coat is open. Turn the neck (collar)
fringe back. It is to the outside of the coat. Measure across
the neck opening and find the center. Mark it. Lay the hood
as though it were folded back against the back of the coat.
Tack the back seam to the center mark on the back of the
capote. Tack the hood to the neck opening. Be sure that the
hood is square with the capote. Place the folds of the hood
forward and lay the front lower edge of the hood along the
front edge of the coat. Tack the hood to the coat at the front
cormer of the hood. Be sure you have a 1%’ fringe running
all along the neck from one lapel around the back and sides
of the hood and back to the other lapel. If everything
measures square, whip stitch the hood to the body of the
capote. Now cut out two triangle tassels as shown in the
sketch and one cone. Sew the cone together along the back
edge (cut the top of the cone to form a fringe. Take the two
tassels. Lay them with the narrow ends against the top cen-
ter of the hood and sew them to the hood so that the tassels
hang straight down the back of the coat. They will lay
square along the center back seam on the back of the hood.
Slip the cone over the tassels and slide it down to rest
against the hood and cover the seam. The back seam of the
hood should match the back seam of the cone. Whip stitch
around the cone, gathering the cone as you go and sewing it
to the hood.

Take the remaining long piece of blanketing which
you should have left. Tear and trim as necessary to form a
sash. Put on the capote. Pull up the hood. Wrap the sash
around and tie. Happy cold weather. It’s done!
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